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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, October 3, 2018.  Present were 

Anthony Kinahan, Chairman; Eldon F. Moreira, Vice Chairman; and Denise R. Reyes, Clerk.  

Also present were David L. Gagne, Town Administrator and Tracy Altrich, Assistant Town 

Administrator.  The meeting convened at 7:01 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town 

Hall. 

Also present at this time: 

Kathryn Lucini, 330 South Main Street 

Family and Friends of Kathryn Lucini 

Anne Iannitellli, Town Clerk 

Victor Flaherty, Police Chief 

Kenneth Thaxter, Police Officer 

Family and Friends of Officer Kenneth Thaxter 

George Karam, Nara Hookah Lounge 

John Dupuis, 3 Caetano Circle 

Jon Kream, 96 South Elm Street 

Cheryl Adams, 481 East Center Street 

Christine Newman, 135 Prospect Street 

Robert Bevis, 242 South Street 

Thomas McAndrew, 42 Goldie Road 

Joan McAndrew, 42 Goldie Road 

Marion Loughman, 46 Goldie Road 

Jeri Screnci, 24 Captain Carlson Way 

Janice Fox, 311 East Street 

Peter Turner, 390 Forest Street 

Meredith Anderson, 118 South Elm Street 

Dan Reyes, 48 Columbus Ave 

Marilyn Raleigh, 443 West Center Street 

Nancy Morrison, 23 Progressive Avenue 

Maurice McCarthy, 23 Captain Carlson Way 

Chairman Kinahan called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  

Chairman Kinahan stated that the meeting would be recorded and that some or all parts of the 

meeting may be used by our local access company to be shown on local access along with 

internet feeds and clips which may be used separately from the video of the entire meeting.   

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Kinahan stated first on the agenda was the Boston Post Cane Ceremony.  Chairman 

Kinahan introduced Ms. Kathryn Lucini, the recipient of the Boston Post Cane.  Chairman 

Kinahan explained that the Boston Post Cane is given to the longest living person in Town.  

Ms. Newman read the history of the Boston Post Cane. 
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Mr. Moreira presented Ms. Lucini with a certificate recognizing her as the longest living resident 

in the Town. 

Ms. Reyes presented Ms. Lucini with a Town pin. 

Chairman Kinahan presented Ms. Lucini with flowers.  Chairman Kinahan thanked Ms. Lucini 

and all of her family and friends for attending the ceremony.  

Ms. Lucini and her friends and family left the meeting room. 

Chairman Kinahan announced the passing of former Selectman Charles Johnson.  Chairman 

Kinahan stated Mr. Johnson served on the Board with Mr. Moreira for over 10 years.  

Mr. Moreira stated that Mr. Johnson was very involved in Town politics and he will certainly be 

missed. 

Chairman Kinahan announced the passing of former Senator Brian Joyce. Chairman Kinahan 

offered his condolences. 

Chairman Kinahan stated next on the agenda was recognizing Officer Thaxter as the new School 

Resource Officer. 

Mr. Moreira presented Officer Thaxter with a certificate recognizing his dedicated service to the 

Town of West Bridgewater, through years of leadership of the Drug Abuse Resistance Education 

Program and as the Town’s first School Resource Officer. 

Office Thaxter thanked the Board. Officer Thaxter stated the School Department has been very 

open to having a School Resource Officer. 

Mr. Gagne stated that the value of the D.A.R.E. program is noticeable in the students’ reaction to 

and engagement with the program.  

Chief Flaherty stated Officer Thaxter is building rapport with the students and the schools which 

has provided a sense of safety. 

Chairman Kinahan read the public hearing notice into the record for the revocation of 181 South 

Main Street, Inc. dba Auto Drive One’s Class II License, located at 181 South Main Street.  

Mr. Moreira MOVED to open the public hearing, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted 

unanimously. 

Ms. Altrich stated the location has been abandoned and the company has been completely 

unresponsive to all forms of communication. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to revoke 181 South Main Street, Inc. dba Auto Drive One’s Class II 

License, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to close the public hearing, Mr. Moreira seconded and so voted 

unanimously. 
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Chairman Kinahan stated next the Board would address the proposed Campaigning and 

Observing at the Polling Location Policy, as presented by Town Clerk Ms. Iannitelli.  

Ms. Iannitelli requested that the Board accept the proposed Campaigning and Observing at the 

Polling Location Policy for review. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept the proposed Campaigning and Observing at the Polling 

Location Policy for review, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to sign the State Primary warrant, Mr. Reyes seconded, and so voted 

unanimously. 

Ms. Iannitelli stated early voting will begin on October 22, 2018 and continue through November 

2, 2018.  Ms. Iannitelli stated that early voting takes place during regular business hours as well 

as Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Ms. Iannitelli stated any registered voter can vote early for any 

reason. 

Chairman Kinahan stated the Berwick Boys Foundation submitted applications for a One Day 

Transient Vendor and Entertainment License for their annual Car Show scheduled for October 

14, 2018 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at 335 West Street. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the One Day Transient Vendor and Entertainment License, 

Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Kinahan stated next on the agenda was the site plan review for 280 South Main Street. 

Mr. Gagne explained the building is in a business zone and is going to be divided into office 

spaces for commercial use.  Mr. Gagne stated the only possible concern that he could identify 

would be parking. 

Ms. Reyes asked if there was a residential apartment upstairs. 

Mr. Gagne answered yes. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to pass the site plan review along to the Planning Board expressing the 

Board’s concern regarding adequate parking, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the meeting minutes of August 15, 2018 and September 5, 

2018, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to accept the meeting minutes of September 19, 2018 for review, Mr. 

Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to approve Mr. Aviero’s vacation carry over request, Mr. Moreira 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Kinahan stated the By-Law Study Committee had been reestablished with two 

openings for at large residents.  Chairman Kinahan stated Mr. Kream submitted an application 

for one of the at large resident positions. 
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Mr. Gagne stated that he also received another application and that the new applicant would be 

asked to come in for an interview with the Board. 

Mr. Kream introduced himself and explained that he has recently decided to become more 

involved in the Town and would like to be a member of the By-Law Study Committee. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to appoint Mr. Kream to the By-Law Study Committee, Ms. Reyes 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

At 7:30 p.m. Chairman Kinahan read the public hearing notice into the record regarding 

Marogeo, Inc. dba Nara Hookah Lounge’s Liquor License, located at 3 South Main Street. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to open the public hearing, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted 

unanimously. 

Ms. Altrich explained that at the September 19th, 2018 meeting the Board discussed a potential 

violation brought before the Board by the Liquor Agent.  Ms. Altrich stated that Mr. Karam has 

asked that the hearing be continued to a future date. 

Mr. Karam stated he submitted a letter requesting a continuance of 30 days to seek legal advice. 

Ms. Reyes stated that the hearing was announced at the last meeting and asked if the potential 

violation could be addressed at the October 17, 2018 meeting. 

Mr. Karam explained that his attorney is out of state due to a medical emergency and that he 

would prefer to address the issue once his attorney returns. 

Ms. Reyes stated that the 30 day continuation is appropriate if Mr. Karam’s attorney is not 

available due to a medical emergency. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to continue the Nara Hookah Lounge public hearing to November 7th at 

7:30 p.m., Ms. Reyes seconded and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Kinahan stated amendments were proposed to the Alcohol Policy after meeting with 

Chief Flaherty, Sgt. Werner, and Ms. Altrich.  

Ms. Altrich stated the amendments attempt to outline the escalation process involved in the event 

of multiple incidents of noncompliance. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to accept the Alcohol Policy amendments for review, Mr. Moreira seconded 

and so voted unanimously. 

At 7:36 p.m. Chairman Kinahan opened the public comment period. 

Mr. Moreira recognized the new home owner who cleaned up their yard on Pleasant Street.  

Chairman Kinahan stated that the Historical Commission would like to honor the late Mr. Jim 

Benson. 

Chairman Kinahan, Ms. Reyes, Mr. Gagne and Mr. Bevis discussed potential ways to honor Mr. 

Benson.  
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Mr. Bevis stated the suggestions would be discussed at the next Historical Commission meeting. 

Chairman Kinahan stated next on the agenda was the Town Administrator’s Report. 

Mr. Gagne stated first on his report were the two previously proposed by-laws.  Mr. Gagne stated 

one proposed by-law was regarding the storage of trailers and the other proposed by-law 

pertained to wind turbines.  Mr. Gagne stated the two by-laws will be presented to the By-Law 

Study Committee.  

Mr. Gagne informed the Board that the memorial plaques at War Memorial Park have been 

restored.  Mr. Gagne also stated that the plaque on the large stone in front of the Town Hall has 

been moved to War Memorial Park and restored as well. 

Mr. Gagne stated the East Street/East Center Street project has been deemed to be “substantially 

complete” and the intersection has been repaved.  Mr. Gagne stated the lights will be installed 

once they are delivered.  

Mr. Gagne informed the Board that he approved the West Bridgewater Youth Football 

Association’s request to use the Transfer Station for canning, September 22, 2018, 8 a.m. – 12 

p.m. and the Eagle Scouts’ request to use the Town Hall Parking lot for a car wash on September 

22, 2018, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Mr. Gagne explained that the Town is required on an annual basis to provide the School 

Committee with the Town’s total contribution to support the school system.  Mr. Gagne stated 

the Town’s total contribution is $18,562,044.00.  

Mr. Gagne provided an update on municipal aggregation and stated information would be posted 

on the Town’s website and Facebook page.  

Ms. Reyes asked how many times individuals/businesses can opt in and opt out of the 

aggregation program. 

Mr. Gagne explained that there is no limit on how many times someone can opt in and/or opt out 

of the program.  Mr. Gagne explained that there is no fee associated with opting in and/or opting 

out. 

Mr. Gagne stated the MS4 Permit, which is the Municipal Storm Water Permit, has become more 

complex due to new regulations through the Environmental Protection Agency.  Mr. Gagne 

stated he reviewed and signed the MS4 Permit’s Notice of Intent and that the documentation was 

sent to the EPA and the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection.  Mr. Gagne 

stated that the Town has complied with both State and Federal law.  Mr. Gagne stated that Mr. 

Delano, Conservation Agent, will be at a future meeting to go over the new EPA requirements. 

Chairman Kinahan stated next on the agenda was the joint meeting with the Finance Committee 

and the Committee to Appoint the Finance Committee “Sub-Committee”. 

Mr. Gagne stated that the Town by-law states the Finance Committee must be appointed by the 

Sub-Committee.  The by-law also states the Sub-Committee must be appointed by the Town 

Moderator.  Mr. Gagne stated that the by-law states that the Sub-Committee must be appointed 



Page 6 of 8 
 

within sixty days of Town Meeting.  Mr. Gagne stated the Sub-Committee was appointed in 

March so is not in compliance with the by-law.  Due to the Moderator position being vacant, 

there is no ability to appoint a new Sub-Committee.  Mr. Gagne stated that the by-law states that 

if a vacancy exists a joint meeting of the Board of Selectmen and Finance Committee can make 

an appointment.  However, a vacancy is defined as a position made available due to an individual 

stepping down from an original appointment.  Mr. Gagne explained that Town Counsel suggests 

that a revised by-law be proposed at Town Meeting.  

Ms. Anderson explained that there are only seven members on the Finance Committee; the by 

law provides for nine members.  Ms. Anderson explained that they often run into issues with 

meeting quorum requirements. Ms. Anderson suggested changing the Finance Committee to only 

seven members. 

Chairman Kinahan stated he agreed that seven is a more appropriate number. 

Ms. Loughman stated that she prefers to keep the Finance Committee at nine members. 

Ms. Screnci stated that they have been unable to fill the nine positions on the Finance Committee 

for several years.  

Ms. Morrison asked if people could be appointed to the Finance Committee if they were 

interested. 

Chairman Kinahan explained that the issue lies in defining what is considered a vacancy.  

Mr. Gagne explained that the current by-law allows only the Sub-Committee to make direct 

appointments.  Mr. Gagne stated a joint meeting of the Board of Selectmen and Finance 

Committee can only make appointments when a vacancy occurs as a result of an individual not 

fulfilling his/her term.  

Ms. Anderson stated that this is not a new issue and there have been several times that people 

have applied to fill a position on the Finance Committee, or have shown interest, and have not 

made it through the process. 

Ms. Loughman stated the timing of processing applications should be defined. 

Ms. Adams stated she has been on the Finance Committee for five years and they have never had 

nine members.  Ms. Adams suggested changing the Finance Committee to a seven member 

committee.  Ms. Adams stated that the Sub-Committee is an unnecessary requirement that adds 

complexity to the process.  

Ms. Loughman stated that the Sub-Committee is nonpolitical and has an unbiased way of 

appointing members.  

Mr. Gagne stated he is concerned that applications for the Sub-Committee only go to the 

Moderator.  Mr. Gagne stated that there is no way to know how many applications were 

submitted to the Moderator.  
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Ms. Iannitelli explained if terms expire before a replacement is appointed then the individual is 

considered a hold over until a replacement is appointed or the individual is officially 

reappointed.   

Chairman Kinahan asked Mr. Gagne to meet with the Finance Committee and Sub-Committee to 

get more input and draft the by-law amendments.  

Mr. Gagne agreed to work in tandem with the Finance Committee and the Sub-Committee to 

draft the by-law amendments and submit them to the By-Law Study Committee. 

The Finance Committee and the Sub-Committee exited the meeting room. 

At 8:32 p.m. Chairman Kinahan stated the following, “I would entertain a motion to enter into 

Executive Session, not to return to Open Session, to discuss strategy with respect to Litigation, 

specifically, Norfolk and Dedham Group v. Town of West Bridgewater, since in my opinion as 

Chair, negotiating in Open Session would have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of 

the Town.” 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Chairman Kinahan, yes; Mr. Moreira, yes, Ms. Reyes, yes. 

Open Session adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Lorna J. Hutchings, Confidential Secretary 

 

List of documents in the October 3, 2018 Meeting Packet: 

 

 Email Correspondence from Chief of Police re: Closure of Auto Drive One 

 Letter to Ms. Deborah Dibiasio re: 181 South Main Street, Inc. dba Auto Drive One, 

located at 181 South Main Street, Class II License #14-CII 

 Email Correspondence to Auto Drive One dated September 24, 2018 

 Notice of Hearing Letter to Ms. Marlene Karam & Mr. George Karam  

 Liquor Agent’s Police Report 

 Letter from Mr. Karam requesting an extension 

 Email from Mr. Bevis re: Boston Post Cane Ceremony & Jim Benson Memorial 

 Letter from Fire Chief re: Town Hall Fire Access Road 

 Letter from Attorney Gay re: Questions regarding Town By-Law Provisions as to 

appointment of Finance Committee and Committee to Appoint Finance Committee 

 Proposed Campaign Policy 

 State Primary Warrant 

 Early Voting Flyer 

 Berwick Boys Foundation’s One Day Entertainment and Transient Vendor License 

Application 

 Site Plan Review for 280 South Main Street 

 Building Inspector’s Response to Site Plan 
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 Meeting Minutes of August 15, 2018 

 Meeting Minutes of September 5, 2018 

 Meeting Minutes of September 19, 2018 

 Vacation Carry Over Request from Kenneth Aviero 

 Jonathan Kream’s By-Law Study Committee Application Form 

 Amended Alcohol Policy 

 Proposed Storage of Trailer By-Law 

 Picture of Trailers 

 Memo from Mr. Gagne to Mr. Olson 

 Proposed Windmill By-Law 

 Pictures of Memorial Plaques Before and After Restoration 

 Letter from I.W. Harding re: Traffic Signal Installation Project Substantial Completion 

 W.B.Y.F.A.’s Request to Use the Transfer Station 

 Eagle Scouts’ Request to Use the Town Hall Parking Lot 

 Net School Spending Chart 

 FY19 Chapter 70 Determination of City and Town Total Required Contribution 

 Public Notice- Municipal Aggregation 

 Public Service Announcement 

 Email Correspondence re: MS4 NOI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


